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ticipate actively in programs designed to promote better protection
against accidental poisonings, particularly as they relate to young
children.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-one,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one

hundred ninety-fifth.

PROCLAMATION 4031
Proclaiming the Suspension of the
Davis-Bacon Act of March g, 1931

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Section 1 of the Davis-Bacon Act of March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1494,
as amended, 40 U.S.C. 276a), provides:
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. every contract in excess of $2,000, to which the United States
or the District of Columbia is a party, for construction, alteration, and /or
repair, including painting and decorating, of public buildings or public
works of the United States or the District of Columbia within the geo-
graphical limits of the States of the Union, or the District of Columbia,
and which requires or involves the employment of mechanics and/or
laborers shall contain a provision stating the minimum wages to be paid
various classes of laborers and mechanics which shall be based upon the
wages that will be determined by the Secretary of Labor to be prevailing
for the corresponding classes of laborers and mechanics employed on
projects of a character similar to the contract work in the city, town,
village, or other civil subdivision of the State in which the work is to be
performed, or in the District of Columbia if the work is to be performed
gherel & 24
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Various other acts provide for the payment of wages, with these
provisions dependent upon determinations by the Secretary of Labor
under the Davis-Bacon Act.

The Nation is now confronted by a set of conditions involving the
construction industry which, taken together, create an emergency
situation:
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—Construction industry collective bargaining settlements are ex-
cessive and show no signs of decelerating.

—Increased unemployment and more frequent and longer work
stoppages in the construction industry have accompanied the
excessive and accelerating wage demands and settlements in the
construction industry.

—The excessive and accelerating wage settlements in the construc-
tion industry have affected collective bargaining in other indus-
tries, thus contributing to inflation in the overall economy.

—This combination of factors in the construction industry has
threatened the basic economic stability of the construction in-
dustry and thus the Nation’s economy.

—Construction industry employers and employee representatives
have been unable voluntarily to agree upon any arrangement
which would ameliorate these conditions.

—The Federal Government is planning to expand its direct and
financially-assisted construction, in part to reduce unemployment
in the construction industry and in the national economy.

—The Federal Government anticipates that a larger portion of total
resources will be devoted to construction activity as the economy
expands.

—The Davis-Bacon Act and other acts dependent upon it frequently
require contractors working on federally involved projects to
pay the high negotiated wage settlements to mechanics and
laborers, thereby sanctioning and spreading the high rates and
thus inducing further acceleration contributing to the threat
to the Nation’s economy.

Section 6 of the Davis-Bacon Act provides:

“In the event of a national emergency the President is authorized
to suspend the provisions of this Act.”

WHEREAS I find that a national emergency exists within the meaning
of section 6 of the Davis-Bacon Act of March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1494, as
amended, 40 U.S.C. 276a).

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the
United States of America, do by this proclamation suspend, as to all
contracts entered into on or subsequent to the date of this proclamation
and until otherwise provided, the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act of
March 3, 1931, as amended, and the provisions of all other acts providing
for the payment of wages, which provisions are dependent upon deter-
minations by the Secretary of Labor under the Davis-Bacon Act;

And I do hereby suspend until otherwise provided the provisions of any
Executive Order, proclamation, rule, regulation or other directive pro-
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viding for the payment of wages, which provisions are dependent upon
determinations by the Secretary of Labor under the Davis-Bacon Act;

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
twenty-third day of February in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
seventy-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America

the one hundred ninety-fifth.

PROCLAMATION 4032

Law Day, U.S.A., 1971

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Change is the immutable first law of nature, and governments reveal
themselves most in the manner by which they provide for change. History
is littered with the remains of governments that failed to meet this chal-
lenge: of those that gave too great a scope to unbridled impulse, and of
those that gave too little scope to the human spirit.

Between these two extremes—between the tyranny of anarchy and
the tyranny of totalitarianism—the law has its dominion. Our forefathers
established government and founded a free nation on that high place.
They gave us laws that could be changed by orderly process so that the
nation and its people might remain free.

This ability to change by orderly process is essential to democratic
government, for the success of such a form of government depends upon
a capacity constantly to resolve the basic paradox of a system of liberty
under law: that the supremacy of the law rests on its recognition of the
supremacy of the people.

The continuing success of America testifies to the wisdom with which
the founders of this nation addressed this paradox, and to the legal skill
with which they resolved it.

It is fitting that we honor not merely the law, but the lawgivers, and
that we honor above all those citizens who keep the law.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the
United States of America, do hereby urge the people of the United
States to observe Saturday, May 1, 1971, as Law Day-in the United
States of America with appropriate public ceremonies and by the re-
affirmation of their dedication to our form of government and the su-
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